
THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE BY USDA STAFF 
AND NOT NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICY

Voluntary Report – Voluntary - Public Distribution Date:   August 04,2020

Report Number: IN2020-0097

Report Name: Monsoon Update - July 2020

Country: India

Post:  Mumbai

Report Category:   Agricultural Situation, Agriculture in the Economy, Cotton and Products, Grain and 
Feed, Oilseeds and Products, Sugar, Climate Change/Global Warming/Food Security, Agriculture in the 
News

Prepared By:  Dhruv Sood

Approved By: Lazaro  Sandoval

Report Highlights:

On July 31, the Indian Meteorological Department issued its Long-Range Forecast for rainfall during the 
second half (August –September) of the 2020 Southwest Monsoon.  The rainfall over the country as a 
whole during the second half of the season is likely to be 104 percent of the long period average (LPA).  
Below normal rains in Northwest and Central India in July offset the early start to the monsoon in June.  
The cumulative rainfall for the Southwest Monsoon 2020 reported by the Indian Meteorological 
Department, as of July 31, 2020, is in normal range similar to the fifty-year average of 452 millimeters. 
The kharif crop planting acreage is 14 percent higher than last year, with significant area increases for 
rice, pulses, and oilseeds.



Southwest Monsoon slows down 
In June, the country received cumulative rainfall that was 17.6 percent above normal rain levels.  But, 
rainfall in July was 9.8 percent below normal levels, bringing down the cumulative rainfall to 0.3 
percent above normal rains.  If rainfall recovers during the second-half of the monsoon, it will help crop 
development and improve groundwater and reservoir levels, which supports the sowing of the Rabi crop. 

Long Range Forecast for August-September
On July 31, the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) issued its Long-Range Forecast for rainfall 
during the second half (August –September) of the 2020 Southwest Monsoon.  According to IMD, 
rainfall over the country as a whole during the second half of the season is likely to be 104 percent of the 
long period average (LPA) with a model error of plus/minus 8 percent.  The rainfall during August is 
likely to be 97 percent of LPA as was forecasted in June. The season (June to September) rainfall over 
the country as a whole is likely to be normal (96 -104 percent of LPA) as mentioned in the updated 
forecast of June 1st.

Weather Outlook for the Next Two Weeks
According to IMD forecast for the next five days (August 3-7), the monsoon will enter into an active 
phase over Central and Peninsular India from August 4 onwards for 3-4 subsequent days. Widespread 
rainfall is very likely over Konkan and Goa, isolated areas over Odisha, Gangetic West Bengal, 
Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh between August 3-5, and Madhya Maharashtra on August 4-5.  Heavy to 
very heavy rainfall is also very likely in a few areas over Coastal Karnataka, and isolated areas over 
Kerala and Marathwada during August 3-7.  Widespread rainfall with heavy to very heavy rainfall is 
likely over isolated areas in Gujarat state during August 5-6. 

During the week of August 6-12, rainfall is likely to be normal to above normal over the core monsoon 
zone including central parts of the country and Peninsular India, Gujarat, and the west coast.  Rainfall 
will likely remain normal in the rest of the country except parts of eastern and northeastern India where 
it is likely to be normal to below normal rains. Strong westerly/southwesterly winds along the west coast 
may result in widespread rainfall with isolated heavy to very heavy falls. For more details please refer 
Current Weather Status and Outlook for next two weeks (July 30- August 12, 2020).

Sowing Progress
According to the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare’s (MOAFW) July 31, 2020 report, 
overall planting for the Kharif 2020 crop season is 14 percent higher (in area), than last year but 17 
percent lower than the five-year average.  Planting for all major crops is higher compared to last year 
except for Jute and Mesta.  Bihar (rice), Madhya Pradesh (soybean, rice, pulses), Rajasthan (pulses - 
mungbean, coarse cereals), Gujarat (groundnut), Maharashtra (soybean), and Telangana (cotton) have 
seen significant increases in planted area. For more details please refer All India Crop Situation dated 
June 26, 2020

Reservoir Storage
The Central Water Commission monitors the live storage status of 123 reservoirs around the country on 
a weekly basis. As per reservoir storage bulletin dated July 30, 2020, the live storage available in these 
reservoirs is 69.982 billion cubic meters (BCM), which is 41 percent of total live storage capacity of 
these reservoirs.  The live storage available in these reservoirs for the corresponding period last year was 
49.573 BCM (29 percent), and the average of last 10 years live storage was 68.264 BCM (40 percent). 

https://internal.imd.gov.in/press_release/20200802_pr_879.pdf
http://agricoop.nic.in/sites/default/files/CWWG%20Data%20as%20on%2031.07.2020.pdf
http://agricoop.nic.in/sites/default/files/CWWG%20Data%20as%20on%2031.07.2020.pdf


As such, the overall storage position is better than the corresponding period of last year in the country as 
a whole and is also better than the average storage level of the last ten years during the corresponding 
period

Out of 123 reservoirs, 71 reservoirs reported more than 80 percent of normal storage levels and 52 
reservoirs reported 80 percent or below of normal storage. Out of these 52 reservoirs, 13 have stored up 
to 50 percent of normal storage.  According to the Central Water Commission, normal storage represents 
the average storage level of last ten years, close to normal storage represents a shortfall of up to 20 
percent of normal, deficient storage is where shortfall is greater than 20 percent of the normal and up to 
60 percent of the normal, highly deficient means shortfall is more than 60 percent of normal.

States that have better storage (in percentage) than last year for corresponding period include Rajasthan, 
Jharkhand, Odisha, West Bengal, Tripura, Nagaland, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana (two combined projects in both states), 
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu. For more details please refer the 
Reservoir Storage Bulletin.

http://www.cwc.gov.in/sites/default/files/30.07.2020-fb-pdf.pdf


Table 1. India: Southwest Monsoon Regional Rainfall Distribution
from June 1 to August 1, 2020

Regions 2020 Actual 
(mm)

Normal 
(mm)*

2020 Percentage Departure 
from Normal

Northwest India 241.4 295.0 -18%
Central India 476.0 502.8 -5%
Southern Peninsula 433.3 383.8 13%
East and Northeast India 884.8 790.1 12%
All India 460.6 461.3 0%

      *Normal Rainfall is the fifty-year average from 1951-2000
        Source: Indian Meteorological Department

Table 2. India: Kharif 2020 Sown Area (in million hectares)

Crop
Area Sown in 

2020 as on 
July 31, 2020

Area Sown in 
2019 as on 

July 31, 2019

Normal 
Area on 

July 31**

Y-o-Y 
Change

Change 
from 

Normal
Rice 26.660 22.396 39.729 19% -33%
Pulses 11.191 9.384 12.888 19% -13%
Coarse Cereals 14.834 13.926 18.489 7% -20%
Oilseeds 17.534 15.012 17.808 17% -2%
Sugarcane 5.178 5.12 4.846 1% 7%
Jute and Mesta 0.695 0.705 0.787 -1% -12%
Cotton 12.125 10.895 12.097 11% 0%
Total 88.217 77.438 106.644 14% -17%

     Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Famers Welfare, Government of India
     **Normal Area is the five-year average of the area from 2015-2019



Image 1. India: Region Wise Reservoir Storage Position in Billion Cubic Meters (BCM)
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